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T4 7 OO to the Commangs of the Right 
Honouruble the Loyds ruſtices, and 
the moſs Reverend and Learned Pre- 
mate, and tothe deſires of my Reverend 
Brethren, put it paſt my tnquiry, whe. 
ther I ought to publiſh this following 
Sermon, 1 mill not therefore excuſe it, 
and ſay it might have advantages in the Deltvery, which 
:t would want in the Reading ; and the ear would be kind 
to the Piety of it, which was apparent 1n the deſign, when 
the eye would be ſevere in its cenſure of thoſe arguments, which 
as they could not be longer in that meaſure of time ;, ſo would 


| have appeared more firm, if they could have bad liberty fo 


have been purſued to their utmoſt iſſue, But reaſon lies in a 
Little room, and Obedience in leſs, Aud although what 
A 2 1 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
Ihave here ſaid, may fot flop the mouths of Men reſolu:d 
to keep up a fation, yet Thaveſaid ecough to the ſober an 
pious, to them who love Order, and hearken to the voice of 
the Sponſe of Cirift, to the Loving ard to the Otedien: : 
And for thoſe that are not ſo, I bave zo argument fit to be 
uſed, but Prayer, and readineſs togivethem a reaſon, when 
they ſhall modeſtly demand it, Is the mean time 1 ſhall 
0..ly deſire them to make uſe of thoſe trutl.s whic\ the more 
Learned of their party bavety the evidence of fat been {orced 
to confeſs, Rivet afjirms that it deſcended ex veteris &v1 
reliquiis, that Presbyters ſhould be asſiſtants or cor joyued 
to the Biſhops, ( who ts by this confeſſed to be the principal ) 


in the impoſition of hands for Ordization, Walo Meſſa- 


linus — zt to be rem antiquiſſimam, a moſt 
anceent thing that theſe two Orders, (viz.) of Bijhops aud 
Presbyters, ſhould be diſtiuf, even inthe middle, or 111 the 
beginning of the next age after Chriſt, Dd. Blondel 
Places it to be 35, years after the death of $, John, Now 
then Epiſcopary is conleſſed to be 5f about 1600, years coj;- 
tinmance ; and if before this they can ſhew ary Ordination ty 
mere Presbyters, by any but an Apoſtle, or an Apoſtolical 
mans; andif there were nt viſibly a diſtinttion of porers 
and perſons relatively? tn the Eccleſiaſtical Goverument, or 
if they can grve a rational account why they who are forced 
to confeſs the Honour and diftiaf Order of Epiſcopacy for 
about 16, ages, ſhould in the dark interval of 35, years 
(1a which they can pretend to no Monument or Record to 
the contrary ) yet make unlearned ſcruples of things they can- 
z0t colourably prove ;, if ( 1 ſay) they can reaſonably account 


for 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
for theſe things, 1 for my part will be ready to confeſs that they 
are not gil 'y of the greateſt, the moſt unreaſonable apd in- 
excuſall? ſchiſm inthe worid, Butelſe, they have nd colour 
to pailia: the unlearned crime, For will a0t all wiſe men 11 
the world corcluite ; that the Ciurch of God, which was then 
Holy,20: 772 tiile oily and deſign, but praiically and mate- 
rally; aud perſucuted, and 0: immerged tn ſecular temp- 
tations, could x0: all 114 one 1nſtait joyrs together to alter = 
that form of Church Government, mhich Chriſt and bus 
Apoſtles had ſo recently eſtabliſhed, and without a Divine 
warrant deſiroy a Divine inſtitution, not only to the confu- 
ſion of the Hierarchy, but tathe ruine of their own Souls, I} 
were ſtranze that ſo great a charge ſhould te, and;o good 
mar oppoſe it, Intoto orbe decretum eſt : ſo S, Hierom. 
All the world conſented tn the aduancenent of the Epiſcopal 
Order, And. therefore if we had no more to ſay for it, yet 
72 prudence and piety we cannot fay they would tynovate in ſo 
great a matter, | 

But 1 ſhall enter no further upon this anquiry : only 7 
remember that it s« zot very many Months ſince the Bigots 
of the Popiſh party cryed out agairſt us vehemently, and in- 
quired, where is your Church of England,ſince you have n0 
Unity > for your Eccleſiaſtick head of Unity, your Biſhops, are 
gone, Andif we ſhould be deſirous to verify their argument, 
ſo as indeed to deſtroy Epiſcopacy, we ſhould too much aduan- 
tage Popery, and do the moſt 1mprudent and moſt 1mptous 
thing 1x the world, But bleſſed be God, who hath reſtored 
that Government, for which our late King of glorious memos — 


1) gave his blood. And that ( me thinks ) ſhould ery much 
| wergh 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 

weigh with all the Kings true hearted Subjefs, who ſhould 
make tt Religion not to rob that glorious Prince of the great- 
eſt honour of ſuch a Martyrdom, For my part, Ithink it fit 
to reſt in thoſe words of another Martyr, $. Cyprian, Si 
quis cum Epiſcopo non fir, in Eccleſia non eſſe : He 
that ui not nith the Biſhop, us not itn the Church ; that is) 
he that goes away from him, and nillizgly ſeparates, departs 
from Gods Church 5 and whether he can then be with God, ts 
avery material conſideration, and fit tobe thoucht on by all 
that think Heaven a more eligible good then the intereſts of 
a faftion, aid the importuze deſire of rule can countervatl. 

However, T have # the following papers ſpoken a few 
things, which 1 hope may te fit to perſvade them that are not 
znfuraitely prejudiced : and although two or three good argu- 
ments aye as good as two or three hundred, yet my purpoſe here 
was to prove the dignity and necesſity of the Office and Order 
Epiſcopal, only that it might Le as an Oeconomy to convey 
zotice, and remembrances of the great duty incumbent upon 
all them that undertake this great charge, The Diguity and 
the Duty take one another bythe hand, and are born together : 
only every Sheep of the Flock muſt take care to make the 
Biſhops duty as eaſy as it can, Ly bumility and love, by prayer 
and by Obedience, It 15 at thebeſt very difficult, but they 
who oppoſe themſeltes to Government, make it harder azd 
uncomfortable, But take heed , if thy Biſhop hath cauſe to 
complarn to God of thee for thy peruerſneſs and uncharitable 
walking, thou wilt be the loſer, And for us, wecan only 
ſay in the words of the Prophet, We will weep day and 


Jcrem. 9: 1-jeht for the ſlain of the daughter of my people : But 


Our 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
Our comfort is in God : for we can do nothing without 
him, but iz him we can do all things, And therefore 
we will pray, Domine, dabis pacem nobis, omnia 
enim opera noſtra operatus es in nobis: God hath xg. 26. 12; 
wrought all our works within us ; and therefore he will grue us 
Peace, and give us bis Spirit, 

Finally, Brethren, pray for us, that the word of | 
the Lord may have free courſe, and be glorified he. 
even as itis with you ; and that we may be delivered 
from unreaſonable and wicked men ; for all men have 
not Faith, 
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eAnd the Lord ſaid, Who then u that 


faithful and wiſe Steward, whom his 
Lord ſhall make Ruler over hu bous- 
hold, to grve them their portion of meat 
1n due ſeaſon. b 
43. Bleſſed u that Servant whom hu Lor 
' when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. 


Tis i5w ep Ti5% #, PpSvipu@v Grove ©. z 


PR ERED> 2g Hele words are not properly a 
On” & queſtion, though they ſecm 
ſ{o,and the particle Tis isnot 
interrogative, bur hypothe- 
{N2r a tical; and extends who to 
whoſoever plainly meaning that whoever 
is a Steward over Chriſts houſhould, of 


him God requires a great care, becauſe he 
hath 
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bath truſted him with a great imployment. 
Every Steward 0» x2T i5nxw 0 Kyer©, ſoit isin_. 


* Cap.24.25- St Matthew * 9» xaradfioa 6 x/E4©. (o it is in 


11, 


my Text: Every Steward whom the Lord 
hath or ſhall appoint over the Family to rule 
itand to feed it, nowandin all generations 
ofmen, as long as this Family ſhall abide on 
earth, that is, the Apoſtles, and they who 
wereto ſucceed the Apoſtles in the ad. 
ſhip, were to be furniſhed with the ſame 
power, and to undertake the ſame charge, 
and to give the ſame ſtrict and ſevere ac- 
counts. 

In theſe words here is ſomething infinu- - 
ated, and much expreſſed, 

I. That which is inſfinuated only is, who 
theſe Stewards are, whom Chriſt had, whom 
Chriſt would appoint over his Family the 
Church : : they are not here named, but we 
ſhall fiad them out by their prope: dircQion, 
and indipitation by and by. 

2. But that which is expreſlcd, is the 

Office it (elf, in a double capacity. 1. In the 


dignity of it, Te4 15a Rule and a Covernm:nt: 


[ whom the Leoedd ſpall make Ruler over his hous- 
kould. ] 2. In thecare and duty of it, which 
determines the government to be paternal 
and profitable ; 11s a rule, but ſuch a rule 


as 


- 


Preached at Dublin: 
as Shepherds have over their flocks, to lead 
them to good paſtures, and ro keep them 


within their appointed walks, and within 


their folds 9dr orrquiretor ; that's the 


- work, togive them a meaſure and proportion 


of tiercne : Tegp)y & xzip@, ſo St. Matthew 


callsit: meat inthe ſeaſon ; that which 1s fit. 
for them, and when it is fit, meatenough;' 


| and meat convenient; and both together 
mean that which the Gireek Poets call 
<fuaaim fn, the ſtrong whollom dyer. 

3. Laltly. Here is the reward of the faith- 
ful and wiſe diſpenſation. The Steward that 
does {o, and continues to do ſo, till his Lord 
find him ſo doing, this man ſhall be bleſſedin 
his deed. [. Bleſſed 35 the Servant whom his Lord 
when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. ] Of theſe in 


order. 


1, Who are theſe Rulers of ChriſtsFamiz: 


ly.: for though Chriſt knewit, and there- 
fore needed not to ask ; yet we have diſput- 
ed it ſo much, and _—_ ſo little, -—g we 
have changed th: plain hypotheis into. an 
intangled queſtion. The anſwer yet is caſy 
as to ſome parr of the inquiry. The Apoſtles 


are the firſt meaning of the 'Text 3 for they. 


were our Fathers in Chriſt; They begat 


Sons and Daughters unto God; 3 and were a 
B 2 _ 


ILL. 
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ſpiritnal paternity is evident : we need look 
no further for ſpiritual Government, becauſe 
in the paternal rule all. power is founded ; 
They begat the Family by the power of the 
word and the life of the Spirit, and they fed 
this Family and ruled it by the word of their 
proper Miniſtery,” They had the keyes of this 
houſe, the Stewards Enſign; and they had 
the Rulers place; for they fat on twelve 
thrones and judged the twelve tribes of 
Iſrael. But of this there is no queſtion. 

And aslittle of anotherpropoſition ; that 


- this Stewardſhip was to laſt fer ever; for the 


powers of Miniſtring in this Office and the 
Office 1t {elt were to be perpetual, For the 
iſſues and powers of Crovernment are more 
neceſſary for the perpetuating the Church, 
then for the firſt plantingzand if it was neeeſ- 
ſary that the Apoſtles ſhould havea rod anda 
ſtaff at firſt, it would be more neceſlary af- 


| terwards, when the Family was more nume- 


rous, and their firſt zeal abated, and their 


native ſimplicity perverted into-afts'6f hy-' 
pocriſy and forms of godlineſs, when Heye- 


fies ſhould ariſe, and the love of many'fhonld 
waxcold. T he Apoſtles had alſoa power of 
Ordination ; and that the very power it ſelf 
does denote, for it' makes perpetuity, 'that 


could 
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could not expire in the dayes of theApoſtles; 
for by it they them(elves propagated a ſuc- 
ceſlion. And Chriſt having promiſed his 
ſpirit to abide with his Church for ever, and 
made his Apoſtles the Channels, the Mini- 
ſters and conveyances of it, that it might 
deſcend as the inheritance and eternal porti- 
on of the Family ; it cannot be imagined 
that when the firſt Miniſters were gone, there 
ſhould not others riſe up in the ſame places, 
ſome liketo the firſt, inthe ſame Office and 
Miniſtery of the Spirit, But the thing is 
lain andevident in the matter of fact allo. 

Quod in Eccleſia nunc geritur, hoc olimfecerunt ,,, 
Apoſtoli, ſaid S. Cyprian ; What the Apoſtles Jig. 
did at firſt, that the Church does to this day, 
and ſhall do fo for ever. For when S.Paul had 
given to the Biſhop of Epbeſus rules of Gro: : Tim. 6. 14. 
vernment in this Family ; he commands that 
they ſhould be obſerved till the coming of our N*8-. 
Lord Feſus Chriſt: and therefore theſe au- 
thorities and charges aregiven to him and to 
his Succeſfors ; it is the oblervation of S. 
Ambroſe upon the warranty of that Text, 
and is obvious and undeniable. 2 

Well then. The Apoſtles were the firſt 
Stewardsz and this Office dies not with 
them, but muſt for ever be ſucceeded in E 

| an 
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and now begins the inquiry, who are the 
Succeſlors of the Apoſtles : tor they are,they 
pneTicenery be the Stewards to feed and 
to rule this Family. There are ſome thar ſa 

that all who have any portion of work in the 
Family, all the Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
thele Stewards, and 1o all will be __ 
The Presbyters ſurely 3 for ſay they, Pres- 
byter and Biſhop is the fame thing, and have 
the ſame name in Scripture, and therefore 
the Office cannot be diſtinguiſhed. To this 
I ſhall very briefly ſay two things, which will 
quickly clear our way through this buſh of 
_ 

'That the word Presbyter is but an ho- 
ds appellative uſed amongſt the Jews, 
as Alderman amongſt us; but it fignifies no 
order atall, nor was ever uſcd in Scripture 
ro ſignify any diſtin& company or order of 
Clergy. And this appears not only by an in- 
duQtion 1D all the enumerations of the Off- 
ces Miniſterial in che New Teſtament : 

+ hom-r2-6-* where £0 be a Presbyter is never reckoned 
x Cor.12-28. Either as a diſtin Office,or a diſtin& order ; 
but by irs being indifterently communicated 
to all the Superior Clergy, and all the Prin- 

ces of the people. 
1, The ſecond thiog Iintended to "i 18 


this, 
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chis, 'that although all the Superior Clergy 
had not'only one, ' but divers common -ap- 
pellatives; all being called mp«962TWe3:, and: 
9:2x00 even the Apoſtolate it ſelf being - 
called a Deaconſhip * ; yet it is evident that 
before the common appellations were fixt* 385: 25: 
into names of propriety, they were as evi- 
dently diſtinguiſhed in their offices and po- - 
wers, as they arc at this day, in their Names 
B and Titles. | 
| To thispurpole S. Paul gave to Titus the 
Biſhop of Crete a ſpecial commiſſion, com- 
mand and power to make Ordinations ; and 
; | inhim, andin the perſon of Timothy he did 
erect a Court of Judicature even over ſome 
of the Clergy, who yet were called Presby- 
ters; againſt a Presbyter receive not an atcuſa- 1 Tim. 5.19. 
tion but before two or three witneſſes : there is 
| the meaſure and the warranty of the Audi- 
entia Epiſcopalis, the Biſhops Audience 
Coutrt; and when the accuſed were found 
guilty he gives in charge to proceed to cen- 
{ures ; *Aeyx:<79T0puws, & 9% emigouitew; Town Tir. .& 
muſt rebuke them ſharply, and you muſt falence* 05: 
them, flop their mouths, that's S, Pauls word; 
that they may no more ſcatter their venom in 
the cars and hearts of the people. Theſe 
Biſhops were commanded to. ſet in order 
things 


1 
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tbings that were wanting in the Churches, the 
ſame with that power of S, Paul; [ other 
things will T ſet in order when T come, ] ſaid he ; 


tothe Corinthian Churches ; in which there 
were many who were called Presbyters ; 
who neverthelels for all that name, had not 
that power. To the ſame purpole ir is plain 
Cap. 2. y. 2.ih Scripture, that ſome would have been Apo» 
les that were not , ſuch were thoſe whom the 
ſpirit of God notes in the Revelation , and 
{ome did lowe preeminencethat hadit not 3 for 
ſo did Djotrephes ; and ſome were Judges of 
queſtions, and all were not, for therefore 
they appealed to the Apoſiles at Jeruſalem ; 
and S. Philip though he was an Evangeliſt, 
yet he could not give confirmation to the 
Samaritans whom he had baptized, but the 
Apoſtles were ſent for ; for that was part of 
the power reſerved to the Epiſcopal or Apo- 
ſtolick order, 

Now from theſe premiſes the concluſion is 
plain and ealy. 1. Chriſtlefra Government 
in his Church, and founded it in the perſons 
of the Apoſtles. 2. The Apoſtles received 
this power for the perpetual ule and benefit, 
for the comfort and edification of the 

Church for ever, 3. The Apoſtles had 
this Government, but all that were taken 
ito 
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into the Miniſtry, and all that were talled 
Presbyters had it not. If therefore this Gas 
vernment,in which there is ſo much dilparicy 
in the very nature and exetcile and firſt ori- 

inal of it, muſt abide for ever; then o 2 
mult that diſparity : If the Apoſtolate-in the 
firſt ſtabiltment was this eminency of pewer ; 
then it mu't be ſo, that is, it muſt be the ſamie 
in the ſucceſſion,thar it was in the foundation. 
For after the Church is founded upon its 
Crovernours, we are to expe tiochange of 
Crovernment. If Chriſt was the Author ot it, 
then as Chriſt lefr it, ſo it muſt abide for 
ever: forever there muſt be the Groyerning 
and the Governed, the ſuperior and the ſyb- 
ordinate, the Ordainer and the ordained,the 
confirmer and the confirmed. 

Thus far the way is ſtraight,and the path 
is plain. The Apoſtles were the Stewards and 
the ordinary Rulers of Chriſts Family by vit- 
tue of the order and office Apoſtolical ; and 
alchough this muſt be ſucceeded to for ever 3 
yet no-man for his now, or at any time being 
called a Presbyter or Elder can pretend'te 
it; for beſides his being a Presbyter, he 
muſt be an Apoltle too; elſe, though he be 
called in partem ſollicitudinis, and may do the 
offices of afliftance and —T 
C the 
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the xip&., the Government and Rule of the 
Family belongs not to him. 

Bur then Tis 4e* 4 ofpepo; who are theſe 
Stewards and Rulers over the houſhold now? 
'To thisthe anſweris allo certain and ealy. 
Chriſt hath made the ſame Crovernours to 
day as heretofore; Apofiles ſtill, For though 
the twelve Apoſtles are dead, Yet the A- 
poſtolical order is not : it is T=£ yermTixn, g 
generative order, and begets more Apollles; 
now who theſe minores Apoſtoli are,the ſuccet- 
ſors of the Apoſtles in thatOffice Apoſtolical 
and ſupreme regiment of fouls, we are ſuffict- 
ently taught in Holy Scriptures; which when 
I have clearly ſhewn to you, I ſhall paſs on to 
ſome more practical conſiderations. 

I. Therefore, certain and known it is, 
that Chriſt appointed two forts of Ecclefia- 
ſtick perſons; the XII. Apoſtles, and the 
LXXIL. Diſciples; to theſe he gave a limi- 
ted commiſſion, to thole a fulnels of power ; 
to thele a temporary imployment, to thoſe a 
perpetual and everlaſting; from theſe two 
ſocieties founded by Chriſt, the whole 
Church of Grod derives the two fuperiour 
orders in the ſacred Hierarchy ; and as Biz 
ſhops do not claim a Divine right but by 
ſucceſſion from the Apoſiles ; ſothe Presby- 


ters 
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ters cannot pretend to kaave been inſtituted by 
Chriſt, but by claiming a ſucceſſion ro the - 
LXXII, And then confider the difference, 
compare the Tables, and all the world will 


"ſee the advantages of argument we have ; 


for ſince the LXXIT, had nothing but a miſ-. 
ſion ona temporary errand & more thenthat 
we hear nothing of them in Scripture ; but 
upon the Apoſtles Chriſt powred all the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical power, and made them the ordiz 
nary Miniſters of that ſpirit which was to 
abide with the Church for ever ; the Divine 
inſtitution of Biſhops, that is, of Succeſlors 
to the Apoſtles, is much moreclear then that 
Chriſt appointed Presbyters, or Succeſlors - 
of the LXXII, And yer if from hence they 
donot derive it, they can never prove their 
order to beof Divine inſtitution at all, much 
leſs to beſo alone, 

But we may ſee the very thing it ſelf; the 
very matter of fad. &, Fames the Biſhop of 

eruſalem, isby S. Paul called an Apoſtle ca. r. :9. 

Other ApoStles ſaw I none, ſave James the Lords 


Brother. For there were ſome whom the 


Scriptures call the Apoſtles of our Lord; that 
is, fuch which Chriſt made by his wordim- 
mediately, or by his Spirit extraordinarily ; 
and even into this number and title, Matthias, 

C 2 and 
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Philip. 2. 25-the Church alſo made Apoſtles; and theſe 
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and S, Paul,& Barnabas were accounted *But 


were called by S. Paul <n%dloxu txxAnoiay, Apo- 
files of the Churches, ana particularly Epa- 


phroditus was the Apoſile of the Philippians, 


properly ſo (ſaith Primaſms,) and whatis 
this elſe but the Biſhop ſaith Theodoret,z for 
T&g viv x2Aupeves tmioxims; wviptatoy dmod'iAg;, 
thole who are now called Biſhops were then 
called Apoltles, ſaith the ſame Father ; the 
ſence and full meaning of which argument is 
a perfe& commentary upon that famous, pro- 


Palm 45.15. phecy of the Church, [ In flead of thy Fathers 


thou ſhalt hawe children whom thau mayeſt make 
Prizes. in all Lands, | that is, not only the 
twelve Apoſtles. our Fathers in Chriſt, who 
firſt begat us, were to ruſe Chriſts Family, 
but when they were gone, their children and 
Succeflors ſhould ariſe in their ſtead :. Fr. nar; 
natarum, Ov quinaſcentur ab illzs. theis dire&t 
Succefſors to: all generations ſhall be princz- 
pes populi, that is, Rulers and Governours of 
the whole Catholick Church. Deprole exixe: 
Eccleſis erevit, eideme. paternitas,. 14:clt,, Kpi- 
ſeopi. quos. iHa, genuity, @& patres.appellat, &» 
conſltituzt in fedibus Patrup ,. laith. S Auſtin _ 
the children ofthe Church, became. Fathers. 
of, the faithful ; that.is, the. Ghurch, begets: 
Biſhops ; 


\ Prexched xt Dablin. | 


Biſhops 3. and: places them in. the ſeat of 
Fathers, the fivtt Apoſtles. 

_ After theſeplatn and evident ceftimonice 
of Scripture, it will not be amiſs to ſay, that 
this great affaic relying not only. apon the 
words.ofinftitution, but on matter of fact; 
paſted forth into'a demonſtration and great- 
eſt notoreiry by the Doctrine and praftice of 
the whole Catholick Church, For foS. Ire- 


 naus who was one of the moſt Antient Fa- 


thers.of the Church, and might eaſily-make 
good his affirmative; We can(layes he) reckon 
the men who by the Apoſtles were appointed 
Biſbops in the Churches, to be their Succeſſors 
nnto:us ; leaving to them the ſame power and an- 
thority which they bad. Thus S. Polycarp was. 
by the Apoſtles made Biſhop of Smyrna ; 
S. Clement Biſhop of Rome by St. Peter, and 
divers others by the Apofiles; faith Tertullian; 

ſaying:allo that the Alan Biſhops were con- 
ſecrated'by S, Fohm; and to be ſhore, that 
Biſhops-are the Succcfloss of the Apoſtlesin 
the Stewardſhip and Rule of che Church, is 


expocſly raught by $.. Cyprian,and'$. Hiorom,; 7h 1 Cor. 12.- 
S. Ambroſe, and S. Anftin, by Euthymins,and'i" Pal 44 


Epiſt. I.S1m« 


Pacianns, by S, Gregory, and: S. Fohn Da- jim. 


meſten; by Clavius ai Muſcula, and Si Sixtus, 
by neces and $, Iſdore:; bythe: Ronin 


Councelt 


EI II 
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Councel under S. Sylwefter, and the Councel 
of Carthage; and the 9=290x1", or ſucceflion 
of Biſhops from the Apoſtles hands in all the 
Churches Apoſtolical was ascertainly known 
as in our Chronicles we find the ſucceſſion of 
our Engliſh Kings, and one can no more be 
denyed then the other. The concluſion from 
theſe premiſes I give you in the words of S, 

Evift. 65. ag GyPrian,Cogitent Diaconi quod Apoſtolos,id eſt, 
Reza. Epiſcopos Dominus ipſe elegerit. Let the Mini- 
ſters know that Apoltles, that is,he Bps. were 
choſen by our bleſſed Lord himſelf; and this 
was ſo evident, and fo beheved, that S, Au- 
_ © ſtin affirms it with a nemo ignorat, No man is ſo 
ignorant but he knows this, that our blefſed 

Saviour appointed Biſhops over Churches. 
Indeed the Ginoſticks ipake evil of this or- 


der for they are noted by three Apoſtles, 


S. Paul, S. Peter and'S. Fude, to be deſpiſers 
of Crovernment, and to ſpeak evil of digni- 
ties; and what government it was they did 
ſo deſpiſe, we may underſtand by the: words 
of S, Fade , they were <r7Aoyig Kepe, inthe 
contradiction -or gainſaying of Corah, who 


of with his company roſe up againſt Aaron the 
4 high Prieſt ; and excepting theſe who were: 


the vileſt of men, no man: within-the firſt 
300. years after Chriſt, oppoſed Epiſcopacy. 
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Bat when Conftantine received the Church inz 


to his arms, he found it univerſally governed 
by Biſhops, and therefore no wiſe or good 
man profefling to be a Chriſtian, that is, to 
believe the holy Catholick Church, can be 
content toquitthe Apoſtolical Government, 
( that by which the whole Family of God 
was fed, and taught, and ruled,) and beget 
to himſelf new Fathers and new Apoſtles, 
whoby wanting ſucceſſion from the Apoſtles 
of our Lord, have no Eccleſiaſtical and. Dez 
rivative comrunion with theſe. fountains of 
our Saviour. 
If ever Vincentins Lirinenſis's rule could be 
uſed in any queſtion, it is in this: Quod ſene- 
per, quod ubique, quod ab omibus ; T hat Bt- 
ſhops are the ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles in this 
Stewardſhip ; and that they did alwayes 
rule the Family,was taught and acknowledg- 
ed alwayes, and every where, and by all men 
that were of the Church of Grod: and if 
theſe evidences be not ſufficient to convince 
modeſt and ſober perſons in this queſtion, 
we ſhall find our fzith to failin many other 
articles, of which we yet are very confident, 
For the obſervation of the Lords day,thecon= 
ſecration of the holy Euchariſt by Prieſts, the 
baptizing Infants, the communicating of wo- 
men, and the very Canon of the Sciiprure it 


ſelf 
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{cf rely brat upon the ſame probation ; and 
therefore the denying of Articles thus proved 
is a way (1 donot fay ) to bring in all Secs 
and Hereftes, ( that's bur little ) bur a plain 
path and inlet to Atheiſm and Irreligion for 
by this means, it will not only be impoſlible 
to agree concerning the meaning of Scripture, 
bur the Scripture it ſelf, and all the Records 
of Religion will become uleleſs, and of no 

efficacy or perlwaſton. | 
I am entered intoa ſeaof matter, but I will 
break it off abruptly, and ſum up this inquiry 
with the words of the Councel of Chalcedon, 
whichis one of the four Generals, by our laws 
made the meaſures of judging Herefies. Eni- 
GKoTAY ti Gr pe CuTErs (Cabpuoy rapitr, ire govale idols, 
It 3s ſacriledge to bring back a Biſhop tothe degree 
endorder of a Presbyter. It is indeed a rifling 
the order, and intangling the gifts, and con- 
foundivg the method of the Holy Crhoſt ; 
itisadiſhonouring them whom Grod would 
boriour, and a robbing them of thoſe ſpiri- 
tual eminencies with which the ſpirit of Crod 
does anoint the conſecrated heads of Biſhops. 
And I ſhall ſay one thing more, which indeed 
isa great truth, that the diminution of Epi- 
{copacy was firſt incroduced by Popery, and 
the Popes: of Rome by communicating to 
Abbots, 


. ces to exerciſe ſome eſſential Offices of Epi- 
| ſcopacy, hath made this facred order tobe 
. cheap, and apt to berinvaded.: But! then: add 
this : If Simon Magns was in fo damnable a 
condition for offering to buy the gifts and 
powers of the Apoſtolical arder, what, ſhall 
wethink ofthem that ſaatch:them away, and 
pretend ro wear them whether the Apoſtles 
and their Succeffors will or no? This is 
Ve/oade 704 yrormrwunz to bely the: Holy 
Ghoſt ; that's the leaſt of it: it is xapine and 
 ſacrilege, beſides the herefy and ſchifm,and 
the ſpirituai ly. For the government Epiſco- 
pal, as it, was exemplified in the'Synagogue, 
and praGited by the fame meaſures in the 
Temple, ſoit was ttanſcribed by the eternal 
Son of Grod,who tranſlated it into a Goſpel 
Ordinance: it was ſanGifyed by the Holy 
Spirit, who namedſame of the perſons, and 
gave to them all power and graces from a- 
bove, It was ſubje&ed in the Apoſtles firſt, 
and by them tranſmitted to a diſtin& Order 
of Ecelefiaſticks: it was received into all 
Churches,configned in theRecords of the ho= 
ly Scriptures, preached by the univerſal voice 
of all the Chriſtian World, delivered by noe 


torious and uninterrupted pradtiſe, and.de= 


rived 
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rived to further' and unqueſtionable iſſue by 
perpetual ſucceſſion. | 

I have done: with the hardeſt part of the 
Text, by finding out the perſons intruſted, 
the Stewards of Chrifts Family : which though 
Chriſt only intimated in this place, yet he 
plainly enough manifeſted in others : The 
Apoſtles and. their Succeſſors the Biſhops, 
are the men intruſted with this great charge z. 
Godgrant they may all diſcharge it well: And fo 
I paſs from the Officers, to a conhideration 
of the Office it ſelf,in the next words:; Whom 
the Lord ſhall make Ruler over his Houſbould, to 
give them therr meat-in due ſeaſon. | 
2. The Officeit ſelf is: the Stewardſhip, 
that is Epiſcopacy, the Office of the Biſhop, 
The name ſignifies an Office of the Ruler in- 
definitely, but the word was choſen, ard b 
the Church appropriated to thoſe whom it 
now ſignifies, both becauſe the word it ſelf is 
a monition of duty, and alſo becauſe the 
faithful were uſed toitin the dayes of Moſes 


and the Prophets. The word is in the pro-. 


phecy of the Church,fI will give to thee Prin- 
ces in peace, %y in1Xt7'55 iv Iineioa!vy, and Biſhops 
in righteouſneſs,) upon whichplace $; Hierom 


Hue hen © {a yes, Principes Eccleſie vocat ſuturos Epiſco- 


tiam citat S. 


Clemens. E)- pos 5 [The ſpirit of God calls. them who wereto be 


| Chri- 
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Chriſtian Biſhops, principes, or chief Ralers,) 
and this was. no new thing 5>For the! chief of 
the Prieſts-who were ſet over the reſt” are 
called Biſhops by all the Helleniſt ews: Thus 
Foel is called inicton@. in zuTs6, the Biſhop 0- 
ver the Prieſts, and the ſon of Banjfrioon@®. 
Awitw; the Biſhop and Viſitor over the Lewites, 
and we find at the purging of the: Land from' 
idolatry, the High Prieſt placed ines; us 


Neh. 11, 10. 


2 Kig.1r. 18. 


C1x0y xvels, Biſhops over the Houſe of Gor,” N 4); Numb. 4. 16, 


it was the appellative ofthe High Prieſt him- 
ſelf, inicton@. EAwCep, Biſhop Eleatar, the 
Son of Aaron the Priefl, to whom is commit- 
ted the care of Lamps, and the daily Sacri- 

fice, and the holy unGion. ES *:; 
Now this word the Church retained, choo- 
ſing the ſame Name to her ſuperiour Mini- 
ſters, becauſe of the likeneſs of -the Ecclefia- 
ſtical Crovernment between. the Old and 

New Teſtament. | TRE 
For Chriſt made no change. but what was 
neceſlary.Baptilm was a rite among the Jews, 
and the Lords Supper. was but: the: poſt-cam- 
un of the Hebrews changed into: a. myſtery; 
from atype toa mere real. exhibition3-and 
the Lords Prayer was a:colleGion of themoſt 
eminent devotions of the-Prophets-and Holy 
men before Cliriſt;who. prayed. by:the:ſame 
D 2 ſpirit; 
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_ ſpirit and the cenſures Eccleſiaſtical were 

but an imitation of the proceedingsof the Ju- 
daical tripunals; and the whole Religion was 
but the Law of Moſes drawn out of its vail in- 
to clarity and manifeſtation; and to conclude: 
in order to the preſent affair, the Govern» 
ment which Chriſt left was the ſameas he 
found it;for what Aaron and his Sons,and the 
Levites were in the Temple, that Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons are .m the Church ; it is 
affirmedby S, Hierom more then once; and. 
the uſe he makes of it is this, Efto ſubjeus 
' Pontificituo, ©» quaſi anime parentem ex h > 
Gbey your Biſhop, and receive him as the 
nurſing Father of your Soul, But above all, 
thisappellation is made honourable by being 
taken by our bleſſed Lord himſelf, For he is 
called 1n Scripture, the great pes and 
Biſbop of our Souls. 

But our inquiry 1s not after the Name, but 
- the Office, and the dignity and duty of it; 
F ccleſte gubernande ſubliness 'ac diving poteſtas 
({o'S. Cyprian calls it) 2 High and & Devine 
power frane Gord of Gowerning the Church ; rem 
maguam @&) precioſamin conſpedin Domini ( lo 
S. Cyril ) a great aud apretious thing in the fight 
of Gud.;; Twr$ri argpermorc: tua egr, ty Tfedor 


_ > 'tbe atwuſt'1 Timir of what 3s. Yeſireable 
amongſt 
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among ft men. But the account upon which it is 


fo deſireable, is the-ſame alſo that. makes it 


formidable. They who have rryed it, and did 


it conſcientiouſly, have found the burden 1o- 


great, as. to. make them ſtoop with care and 
labor; and they who do it ignorantly or 
careleſly, will find'it will break their bones. 
For the Biſhops Office is all that duty which 


can be ſignified bythoſe excellent words of 


S Cyprian; Hes a Biſbop or Owerſeer of the 
Brotherhood, the Ruler of the people, the Shep- 
berd of the Flock, the Gowernour of the Church 
the Miniſter of Chriſt, and the P rieft of God: 
Thele are great titles, and yet leſs then what 
is ſaid of them in Scripture ; which calls them 
Sale of the Earth, Lights upon a candleſtick; Stars 


and Angels, Fathers of our Faith, Embaſſadors 


of God, Diſpenſers of the Mifteries of God, the 
ApoſHes of the Churches, and the Glory of _ 
but then they are great burdens too : for the 


Biſhop is Te7:5wtrG, T9 Aza rs Kels, intruſted. 


with the Lords people 3 that's a great charge, 
but there is a worſe matter that follows; 


x; Tov UTI Twv ivy av euTey Atyov dmrairifnoduw®. 5: 


the Biſhop 1s he of whom God will require 
an account for all their ſouls: they are the 


words of $. Paul, and: tranſcribed into che ©: 13 37: 


40®- Canon of the-Apoſttes, and the 24": 
Canon of the Councel of Antioch. And 
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And now I hope the envy is taken-off; for 
the honour does not pay for the burden ; and 
we can no ſooner confider Epilcopacy in its 
dignity, as itisa Rule; but the very nature 
of that Rule docs imply ſo ſevere a duty, that 
as the load of it is almoſt inſ{ufterable, ſo the 
event of it 1s very formidable, if we take not 
great care. Forthis Stewardſhip is Kvezcrn; 
x, frexoe, a Principality and a Miniſtry, So 
it was 1n Chriſt ; heis Lord of all, and yet he 
was the Servant of all; ſoit was in the A- 
poſtles, it was #MFG. Jax; , zm050A1nGtheir 
lot was to be Apoltles, and yet to ſerve and 
miniſterzandit is renarkablethat in Iaiah the 
o.uſe the word fnito7G. or Biſhopzburt there 
they uſe it for the Hebrew, word zecheſbeth, 
which the Greeks uſually render by #y00 xr, 
poggAly©., mere, and theinterlineary trans- 
lation by Exaftores, Biſhops are only Gods 
Miaiſters and tribute gatherers, requiring & 
overſceing them that they do their duty ; and 
therefore here the cale is ſo, and the burden 
{o great, and the dignity ſo allayed, that the 
envious man hath no reaſon to be troubled 
that his brother hath ſogreat a load ; nor the 
proud ni2n plainly to be delighted with ſo 
henourable a. danger. It is indeed a Rule, 
but it ispaternal ; itis a GCiovernment,: but 
1t 
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;itmuſt be neither <veyxe5iw nor ce gxcpd tg, 1 Per. 5. 115. 
it isncither a power to conſtrain, nora _com-- | 
miſſion toget-wealth 3 for ir muſt be with-- 
out neceflity, and not for filthy lucre fake; 
but it is a Rule, £5%zx99G., ſo S. Lukegiuke:s. 27, 
as of him-that —— % a4 v7wy I8As, fo S. Mark 
Mark as of him that is ſervant of all ; <5 mag. OO 
»inlo#llS.3 fo S. Fobn ;.fuch a principality as heJ91n 13: 13: 
hath that waſhes the feet of the weary traveller, 
orif you pleaſe, take it inthe words of our 
Bleſſed Lord himſelf; that [ He that will be 
chief among you let bim be your Minifter,) mean- 
ing that if under Chrifts Kingdom you defire 
rule, poſſibly you may have it , but all that: 
rule under-himare Servantsto them that are 
ruled, and therefore you: get nothing by it, 
but a great labour, anda buſy imployment, 
a Careful life,and a neceſſity of making ſevere 
accounts, But all this is nothing but the gene-. 
ral meaſures,I cannot be uſeful or underſtood: 
unleſs I be more particular. The particulars 
we ſhall beſt enumerate by recounting thoſe: 
great conjugations of worthy offices and aQi= 
ons by which Chaiſtian- Biſhops have bleſſed: 
and built up-Chriſtendom 3 for becauſe we- 
muſt be followers ofthem, as they were of: 
Chriſt; the recounting what they did worthi- 
ly in their. generations>will not only demon-- 
ſtrate. 
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| Neate how uſcful,how profitable, how neceſ- 
ſary Epiſcopacy tsto the Chriſtian Church, 
but it will at the ſame time teach us our du- 
ty, by what ſervices we are to benefit the 
Church, in what works we are to be implay- 
ed, and how togive an account ofour Stew- 
ardſhip with joy. 

1. The Chriſtian Church was founded by 
Biſhops, not only becauſe the Apoſtles, who 
were biſhops, were the firſt Preachers of the 
Coſpe), and Hlanters of Churches, but be- 
cauſe the Apoſtolical men, whom the Apo- 
ſtles ufed in planting and diſleminating Reliz 
gion, were by all Antiquity affirmed to have 
been Dioceſan Biſhops ; in ſo much that as S. 

Lib.z. Tit. 1, Epipbanins witneſles, there were at the firſt 
diſleminations of the faith of Chriſt, many 
Church:ts who had in them no other Clergy, 
buta Biſhop and his Deacons, and the Pres: 
byters were brought in afterwards as the bar- 
veſt grew greater, But the Biſhops names are 
known, they are recorded in the book of Life, 
and thezr praiſe 3s inthe Goſpel ; ſuch were Ti- 
mothy.and Titus, Clemens and Linus, Marcus 
and Dionyfius, Oneſumus and Caius, Epapbrodi- 
tus and S. James our Lords Brother, Ewodinus 
and Szmeon ; all which, if there be any faith 
in Chriftians that gave their lives for a tefti- 

mony 
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mony to the faith, and any truth in their ſto- 


riesz andunleſs we who believe Thacydides © 


and Plutarch, Livy and Tacitzs, think thar 


all Church ſtory is a perpctual Romance, and | 


that all the brave men, the Martyrs and the 
Dodors of the Primitive Church, did con- 
ſpire as one man to abuleall Chriſtendom for 
ever; I lay unleſsall theſe impoſſible ſupposz 
litions be admitted, all theſe whomIT have 
now reckoned were Biſhops fixed in ſeveral 
Churches, and had Dioceles for their Char- 
es. 

The conſequent of this conſideration is 
this. It Biſhops were thoſe upon whole Mi- 
niſtry Chriſt founded and built his Church, 
lerus conſider what great wiſdom is. required 
of thein that ſeem to be Pillars: the Ste- 
wards of Chriſts Family muſt be wile : thar 
Chriſt requires, and ifthe order be neceſlary 
to the Church, wiſdom cannot bur be neccl- 
ſary to the Order. For it 1s a ſhame if they 
who by their Office are Fathers in Chrilt, 
ſhall by their unski'fulneſs be but Babes themz 
ſelves; underſtanding not thelecrers of Reli- 
gion, the myſteries of Crodlinels, the per- 
fections of the Evangelical law, all the ad- 
vantagesand diſadvantages in thz Spiritual 


lifes A Biſhop muſt be exerciſed in Godliz 
E nels, 
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neſs, a man of great experience in the ſecret 
conduct of Sonls, not ſatisfied with an ordt- 
nary skill in making homilies to the people; 
and ſpeaking common exhortations in ordi- 
nary caſes; but ready toanſwer in all ſecret 
inquiries, and able to convince the gain- 
ſayers, and to ſpeak wiſdom amongſt them 
that are perfect. 

If the firſt Biſhops laid the foundation, 
their Succeſlors muſt not only preſerve w hat- 
ſoever 1s fundamental, but build up the 
Churchin a moſt holy Faith, taking care that 
noHereſieſapthe foundation, and that no 
hay. or rotten wood be built upon it ; and 
above all things, that a moſt Holy life be ſu- 
perſtructed upon a holy and unreproveable 
Faith. So the Apoſtles laid the founda- 
tion, and built the walls of the Church, and 
their Succeſſors mult raiſe up the root as high 
as Heaven, Forlet us talk and diſpute eter- 
nally, we ſhall never compoſe the contro- 
verſtes in Religion, andeſtabliſh truth upon 
unalterable foundations, as long as men 
handle the word of God deceitfully, that is, 
with deſigns and little artifices, and ſecular 
partialities, and they will for ever do ſo, as 
long as they are proud or covetous. It is 


not the difficulty of our queſtions, or the 
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fubiilty of our adverſaries that makes diſputes 
interminable; but we ſhall never cure the itch 
of diſputing, oreſtabliſh Unity,unleſs we ap- 
ply ourſelves to humility, and contempt of 
riches. If we will be contending, let us con- 
tend like the Oliveand the Vine, who ſhall 
produce belt, and moſt fruit; not like the 
Aſpine and the Elm which (hall make moſt 
noiſc ina wind, Andall other methods are 
a beginning at a wrong end. And as for the 
people; the way to make them conformable 
to the wiſe and holy rules of faith and go- 
vernment, 15by reducingthem to live good 
lives. When the children of Iſrael gave 
themſelves to gluttony and drunkenneſs, 
and filthy luſts, they quickly fell into abomi- 
nable idolatries; and$. Paul {ayes that —_— 
make ſhipwrack of their Faith by putting az2Tin. 3.9. 
way a good conſcience; for the myſtery of 
Faith is beſt preſerved #» x2dzfe ovradion, ina 
pure conſcience, ſaith the ſame Apoffle; 
ſecure but that, and we ſhall quickly end 
our diſputes, and have an obedient andcon- 
formable pcople ; but elle never. 

2. As Biſhops were the firſt Fathers of 
Churches, and gave them being ; ſo they 
preſerve them in. being, For withour Sa- 
craments there is no Church ; or it will be 


E 2 ſtarved 
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ſtarved and dy : and without Biſhops there 
can be no Prieſts, and conſequently no Sa- 
craments; and that muſt needs be a ſupreme 
order from whence ordination it ſelf pro- 
ceeds. For it is evident and notorious that 
in Scripture there 15 no record of ordination, 
but an Apoſtolical hand wasin it ; one of the 
evofes rysukac, one of the chief, one of the 
ſuperior and Ruling Clergy ; anditis as ccr- 
tain in the deſcending ages of the Church, 
the Biſhop alwayes had that power, it was 
never denyed to him, and it was never impu= 
ted to Presbyters; and S, Hierom himiclf, 
when out of his anger againſt Jobs Biſhop of 
_— he endeavoured to equal the Pres: 


yter with the Biſhop, though in very many | 


places he ſpake otherwiſe, yet even then allo 
and in that heat, he excepted Ordination, acs 
knowledging that to be the Biſhops peculiar, 
And therefore they who go about to extin- 
guiſh Epiſcopacy, do as Fulian did; they 
deſtroy the Fresbytery and ſtarve the Flock, 
and take away their Shepherds, and diſpark 
their paſtures, and tempt Gods providence 
to extraordinarics, and put the pecple to 
hard ſhifts, and turn the chanels of Salvi- 
tion quite another way,and leave the Church 
to a perpetual uncertainty, whether ſhe be 


alive 
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alive or dead, and the people deſtitute of 
the lite of their Souls, and their daily bread, 
and their ſpiritual comforts, and holy blef- 
 lings, 

The conſequent of this is. If Sacraments . 
depend upon Biſhops, then let us take care 
that we convey to the people holy and pure 
materials, . lan&ified with a holy miniſtry, 
and miniſired by holy perſons. For al- 
though it be true, that the efficacy of the 
Sacraments does not depend wholly upon 
the worthineſs of him that miniſters; yer it 
isas true, that it docs not wholly rely upon 
the worthineſs of the Receiver 3 but both 
together relying upon the goodneſs of God 
produce all thole bleſſings which are defign- 
ed. The Miniſter hath an influence into 
the effe&, and does very much towards it ; 
and if there be a failure there, itisa defe&t in 
one of theconcurring caules ; and therefore 
an unholy Biſhop is a great diminution to the 
peoples bleſſing. S, Hierom prelles this les 
verely: Impie faciunt &c, They do wickedly;,c,,. .. 
who affirm that the boly Euchariſt is conſecrated**": 
by the words[ alone | and ſolemn prayer of the 
conſecrator, and not [ alſo ] by his life and boli- 
neſs, and therefore $, Cyprian affirms, that £i% 1.Ep. 4. 


none but boly and upright men are to be choſen, 
who 


30 


A 'Conſecration Sermon 
who offering their Sacrifices worthily to God may 
be heard'in their prayers for the Lords people: 
bur for others; Sacrificia eorum panis luGus 
(ſaith the Prophet Hoſea, ) their Sacrifices are 
like the bread of ſorrow, whoever eats thereof 
ſhall be defiled. This diſcourſe is not mine 
but S. Cyprians : and although his words 
are not to be underſtood dogmatically, bur 
in the cale of duty and caution, yet we may 
lay our hands upon our hearts, and confider 
how we ſhall give an account of our Steward- 
ſhip, if we ſhall offer to the people the bread 
of Crod with impure hands, itis of it ſelf a 
pure nouriſhment, but if it paſſes through 
an unclean veſlel, it looſes much of its excelz 
lency. 
3+ The like alſo is to be laid concerning 
prayer. For the Epilcopal order is appoint- 
ed by Crod to be the great Miniſters of 
Chriſts Prieſthood, that is, to ſtand between 
Chriſt and the people in the entercourle of 
prayer andblefling. We will give our ſelves 
continually to prayer ſaid the Apoſtles, that 
was the one half of their imployment ; and 
indeed a Biſhopſhould ſpend very much of his 
time in holy prayer, andin diverting Gods 
Judgments,and procuring bleſlings to the peo- 
ple; for in all times, the chief of the Reli- 
g10N 
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g10n was ever the chief Miniſter of bleſſing; 
Thus Abraham bleſled Abimelech, and Mel- 
chiſedek blelled Abraham, and. Aaron blefled: 
the people; and without all controverſy ( faith 
the Apoſtle, )) the leſs 75 bleſſed of the Greater, 

Bur then we know that God beareth not ſinners ; 
and it mult be the effeGiual fervent prayer of a 
Righteous man that thall prevail. 

And therefore we may eafily conſider that 
a. vitious Prelate is a great calamity to that 
Flock, which he is appointed to bleſs and 
pray for. How ſhall he reconcile the peni- 
tents, who 15 himſelf at enmity with Crod © 
How ſhall che Holy Spirit of Cod deſcend. 
upon the Symbols at his prayer who 
does perpetually grieve him, and quench his 
holy fires, and drive him quite away ? How 
ſhall he that hath not taſted of the ſpirit by 
contemplation, ſtir up others to earneſt de= 
ſires of Celeſtial things ?- Or whatgood ſhall 
the people receive, when the Biſhop layes 
upon their head a covetous or a cruel, an tin- 
juſt or an impure hand? But therefore that, 
I may uſe the words of S. Hierom. Cum ab Lfer. 
Epiſcopo gratia in populum transfundatur, 
mundi totius ©» Eccleſia totins condimentum 
fit Epiſcopus, &c. Siace it 18 intended that: 
from the Biſhop grace ſhould be diffaſed a-- 

| moneglt. 
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monſt all the people, there is not in the 
world a greater indecency then a holy office 
miniſtred by an unholy perſon, and no great- 
er injury to the people, then that of the blel- 
ſings which Crod ſends to them by the mini- 
ſtries Evangelical they ſhould be cheared and 
defrauded by a wicked Steward. And there- 
fore it was an excellent prayer which to this 
very purpole was by the ſon of Sirach made 
in behalf of the High Prieſts the [ons of Aaron, 
Eccl. 45: 26: [ God give you wiſdom in your beart to judge his 
people in Righteouſneſs, that their good things 
be not aboliſhed, and that their glory may endure 

for ever, ] | 
4. All the offices Ecclefiaſtical alwayes 
were, and ought to be conducted by the 
Epiſcopal order, as is evident in the univer- 


ſal doctrine and practiſe of the primitive 
& 24.c. Church. 5 mpwoSuTieg #0 12x00 58 ve Yvafpns TE 
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of the Apoſtles, Let the Presbyters and Dea- 


cons do nothing without leawe of the Piſhop. But 


that caſe is known. 
The conſequent of this conſideration is 
no other then the admonirion in my text. 
: Cor. 4. 1, We are Stewards of the manifold Grace of God, 
2 if and diſpenſers of the myſteries of the King 
dom; and zt 75 required of Stewards that they 
be 
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be found faithful ; that we preach the word of 
God in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, that we rebuke 
and exhort, admoniſhÞ and corre; for thele, 
God calls Paſtores ſecundin cor meum, Paſtors 
according to his own heart, which feed the people 
with knowledge and underſtanding, but they 
mult allo comfort the afflicied and bind up the 
broken beart ; miniſter the Sacraments withJer. 3-15. © 
great diligence, and righteous mefſures, and 
abundant charity, alwayes having in mind 
thoſe paſſionate words of Chriſt to S, Peter, 

If thou lovelt me, feed my ſheep; If thou 
haſt any love to me, feed my lambs. 

And let us remember this alſo, that no- 
thing can enforce the people to obey their 
Biſhops as they ought, but our doing that 
duty and charity to them which Cod re- 
quires, There 1s reaſon in theſe words of 
S, Chryſoflom, (It 3s neceſſary that the Church 
ſhould adhere to their Biſbop as the body to the 
head, as plants to their roots, as rivers to their 
ſprings, as children to their Fathers, as Difſci- 
ples to their Maſters, ] Thele fimilitudes ex« 
preſs not only the relation and dependency, 
but they tell us the reaſon of the duty. The 
head gives light and reafon . to conduct the 
body, the roots give nouriſhment to the 


plants, and the ſprings, perpetual emanation 
F of 


34 


feb. I3, To] 


A Conſecration Sermon 

of waters to the chanels, Fathers teach 
and feed their children, and Diſciples receive 
wile inſtruction from their Maſters : and if 
we be all this to the people, they will be all 
that to us 3 and wiſdom will compel them to 
ſubmit, and our humility will teach them 0- 
bedience, and our charity will invite their 
compliance. Our. good example will pro- 
yoke thera to good works, and our meeknels. 
will melt-them into ſoftneſs and flexibility. 
For all the Lords people are populus wolun- 
tarius, a free and willing people; and we 
who cannot compel their bodies, muſt thus 
conſtrain their ſouls; by inviting their wills, 
by convincing their underſtandings, by the 
beauty of fair example, the efficacy and ho- 
lineſs, and the demonſtrations of the ſpirit. 

This is experimentum ejus qui in nobis loquis 
tur Chriſius. The experiment. of Chriſt 
that ſpeaketh in us. For to this purpoſe 
thoſe are excellent words which S.. Paul 
ipake, |[ Remember them who hawe the rule 
over you, whoſe faithfollow, conſidering the end 
of their converſation. ] There lyes the de: 
monſtration: and thoſe prelates who. teach 
good life, whoſe Sermons-arc the meaſures 
of Chriſt, and whole life is a copy of their 
Sermons ; theſe muſt be followed ; and ſure-. 


ly 
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ly theſe will ; for theſe are burning and ſhin- 

ing lights; but if we hold forth falle fires, 

and by the amuſement of evil examples call 

the veſſels that fail upon a dangerous ſea to 

come upon a rock, or an iron ſhoar inſtead 

of a ſafe harbour, we cauſe them to make 
ſhipwrack of their precious Faith, and to 

periſh ia the deceitful and unſtable waters, 

Vox operum fortins ſonat quam wverbdrum, A 

good life is the ſtrongeſt argument that your 

faith is good, and a gentle voice -will be 

ſooner entertained then a voice of thunder 3 

but the greateſt eloquence in the world, is 

a meek ſpirit, anda liberal hand; theſe are 

the two paſtoral ſtaves the Prophet ſpeaks 

of, noonam & hovelim, beanty and bands; het. i. 7. 
that hath the ſtaff of the beauty of holineſs, 

the ornament of fair example, he hath alſo 

the ſtaff of bands, atque infuniculis Adam tra- 

het eos, in vinculis charitatis; as the Prophet 

Hofea's expreſſion is ; heſhall draw the peo- | 
ple after him by the cords of a man, by the: ** 
bands of a holy charity. But ifagainſt all 
theſe demonſtrations any man will be refra- 
Gary; We have inſtead of a ſtaff, an Apo- 
ſolical rod ; which is the Jaſt and lateſt re- 
medy, and either brings to repentance, or 


conſigns to ruin and reprobation. 
| F 2 If 
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If there were any time remaining, I could 
reckon that the Epiſcopal order is the prin- 
ciple of Unity in the Church; and we lee it 
is ſo, by the inumerable Sedts that ſprang up 
when Epiſcopacy was perſecuted. I could 
adde, how that Biſhops were the cauſe that 


| $. Foba wrote his Goſpel 3 that the Chriſtian 


Faith was for 300. years together bravely 
defended. by the ſufferings, the priſons and 
flames, the lite and the death of Biſhops, as 
the principal Combatants. Thar the Fathers 
of the Church whoſe writings are held in fo 
great veneration in all the Chriſtian World, 
were almoſt all of them Biſhops, I could 
adde, that the Reformation of Religion in 
England was principally by the Preachings 
and the diſputings, the writings and the 
Martyrdom of Biſhops. 'That Biſhops have 
ever fince been the greateſt defenſatives a- 
gainſt Popery, That England and Ireland 
were governed by Biſhops ever ſince they 
were Chriſtian, and under their conduc&t 
have for ſo many ages enjoyed all the bleſ(- 
fings of the CToſpel. I could add alſo, that 
Epiſcopacy 1s the great ſtabiliment of Mo=- 
narchy, but of this we are: convinced by a 
{ad and too dear bought experience. I 
could therefore inftead of it, fay, that Fpil.. 
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ſo it is the greateit. prefervitive of the peo= 
ples liberty from Ecclefialtick Tyranny on 
one hand, (the Gentry being little better 
then ſervants, while they Irve under the 
Presbytery,) and Anarchy and licentiouſnefs 
on the other. Thar it endears obedience, 
and is ſabje& to the Laws of Princes. And 
is wholly ordained for the good of mankind, 
and the benefit of Souls. But I cannot ftay 
ro number all the bleſſings which have enter- 
ed into the World at this door : Ionly res 
mark theſe becaule they deſcribe unto us the 
Biſhops imployment, which is, to be buſy 
in the ſcrvice of Souls, to do good in all caz 
pacities, to ſerve every mans need, to pro- 
mote all publick benefits, to cement Go- 
vernments, toeſtabliſh peace, to propagate 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, to do hurt to no 
man, todo good to every man 5. that is, ſo 
to miniſter, that Religion and Charity, 

publick peace, and private bleſſings may be 
1n their exalcation, | 

As long as it was thus done by the Primi- 

tive Biſhops, the Princes and the people 
gave them ail honour. - Inſomuch that by a 


decree of Conftantine the great, the _—y 
ha 


mv 
copacy is the great ornament of Religion, 
that as it reſcues the Clergy from contempr, 
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had power given him to retraq the ſentences 
made by the Preſidents of Provinces, and 
we findiin the ads of S, Nicholas, that he re: 
ſcued ſome innocent perſons trom death 
when the executioner was ready to ſtrike 
the fatal blow; which thing even when it 
fell into inconvenience, was indeed forbid- 
den by Arcadins and Honorins ; but the con- 
fidence and honour was only changed, it 
was not taken away: for the condemned 


criminal had leave to appeal to the Audientia 


E piſcopalis, to the Biſhops Court. This 
was not any right which the Biſhops could 
challenge, but a reward of their -Piety 3 and 
{o long as the Holy Office was holily admi- 
niſtred, the world found ſo much- comfort 
and ſecurity, ſo much juſtice and mercy, ſo 
many temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings conſe- 
quent:to the miniſtries of that order, that as 
the Cialatiansto S. Paul, men haveplucked 
out their eyes to do them ſervice, and to do 
them honour. For then Epiſcopacy did 
that good that God intended by it : it was 
a ſpiritual Government, by ſpiritual perſons, 
for ſpiritual ends, T hen the Princes and the 
people gave them- honours becauſe they de- 
{ſerved and ſought them not: then they gave 
them wealth, becauſe they would diſpend 

| it 
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it wiſely, frugally and charitably : Then 
they gave them power ; becauſe it was ſure 
to be uſed for defence of the innocent, - for 
rclict of the oppreſſed, for the puniſhment. 
of evil doers, and the reward of the ver- 
tuous, Then they deſired to be judged by 
them, becaule the:r audiences or Courts did 
novxe ger To Pzpozeinr, they appealed all fu- 


_ rious ſentences, and taught gentle principles, 
and gave merciful meaſures, and in their 


Courts were all equity and piety, and Chri= 


ſian detcrminations, 


Bat afterwards, when they did fall +: 
Forz5eizy jnto ſecular methods, and made 
their Counlels vain by pride, and durtied 
their ſentences with money, then they be= 
came like other men and ſoit will be,unleſs 
the Biſhops be more holy then other men z- 
bur when our ſanGity and ſeverity ſhall be 


as eminent as the calling is, then we ſhall 
be called to Councels, and fit in publick 


meetings, and bring comfort to private Fa- 


milies, and rule in the hearts of men by a 


11 rel.ztionis, ſuch as was between the Roman 
Emperors and the Senate ; they courted one 
another into power, and 1n giving honour 
ſtrived to outdo each other ; for from an 
humble wiſe. man, no man will ſnatch an im- 

j ployment 
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ployment that is honourable ; but from the 


proud and from the covetous every man en 


deavours to wreſt it, and thinks it lawful 
Prize. 

My time is now done; and therefore I 
carnot ſpeak to the third part of my text, 
the reward of the good Steward and of the 
bad Ifhall only mention it to you in a 
ſhort exhortation ; and ſo conclude. In 
the Primitive Church a Biſhop was never 
admitted to publick penance; not only 


becauſe in them every crime is ten, and he. 


that could deſcern a publick ſhame, could 
not deſerve a publick honor, nor yet only 
becauſe every ſuch puniſhment was ſcanda- 
lous, and did more evil by the example of 
the crime, then it could do good by the ex- 
ample of the puniſhment ; bur alſo becauſe 
no ſpiritual power is higher then the Epiſco- 
pal, and therefore they were to be referred to 
the Divine judgment, which was likely to 
fall on them very heavily. 9xoromion 4xpuo 
6 /24&-: the Lord will cut the evil Ste= 
wards alunder; he will ſuffer ſchiſms and 
Divitions to enter in upon us, and that 
will ſadly cut us aſunder ; but the evil alſo 
ſhall fall upon their perſons, like the puniſh- 
ment of quartering Traitors,ive xa o Hiapentis} 
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reuioy,. puniſhment with-the, circumſtances 
of detcſtation and exemplarity. i Confider | 
therefore whatis your great:duty. : Conſider 
what -is.your great danger. [The lines. of 


_ duty I have already. deſcribed ; . only remem- 


ber how dear:and pretious Souls are to God, 
ſince for their ſalyationChrilt gave his blaud, 


and therefore. will-not | eafily Iofſe them, 


whom though they bad fin'd againſt him,yet 
he ſo highly valued ; remember that you are 
Chriſts deputies in the care of Souls, and 
that you ſucceed in the place ofthe Apoſtles. 
No eft facils ftare loco Pauli, Q tenere pra- 
dum Petri; You have undertaken the. work 
of S. Paxl, and the Office of S.: Peter, and 
what think you upon tliis account will be 
required of us ? S. Hierom expreſſes it thus. 
The wiſdom and 5kill of a Biſhop ought to 
be fo great, that his countenance, his-ge- 
ſture, his motion, every thing ſhould be vo- 
cal, at quicquid agit, quicquid loquitur, do- 
Grina fit Apoftolorum : that whatever he does 
or ſpeaks be doarine Apoſtolical, The an- 
cient Fathers had a pious opinion, that bez 
ſides the Angel guardian which is appointed 
to the guard of every man; there is to every 
Biſhop a ſecond Angel appointed to him. at 
the Conſecration ; and to this Origen allades, 
ſaying chatevery ——_ hath cewo Angels 

tne 
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the one viſible and the other inviſible. Thisis a 
great matter,and ſhews what a precious thing 
that order and thoſe perſons are in the eyes 
of God ; but then this alſo means, that we 
ſhould live Angelick lives, which the Church 
rarely well expreſſes by ſaying, that Epiſco- 
pal dignity is the Ecclefiaſtick ſtate of per- 
fection, and ſuppoles the perlons to be fo 
far advanced in holineſs,as to be in the ſtate 
of confirmation in grace, But I ſhall ſay 


- nothing of theſe things; becauſe it may be 


they preſs too hard, but the uſe 1 ſhall make 
of it upon occaſion of the reward of the 


good and bad Steward, is to remind you 


of your great danger. Forif it bercquired 
of Biſhops to be ſo wile and ſo holy, ſo in= 
duſtrious and fo careful, fo buly and fo 
good up to the height of beſt examples; if 


they be anointed of the Lord, and arc the 


Husbands of the Churches, if they be the 
Shepherds of the flock, and Stewards of the 
houſhould 3. it. is very fit-they conſider their 
danger, that they may be careful to do their 
duty. S$, Bernard conſiders it well in his epi- 
file to Henry Archbiſhop of Sens; If T lying 
in my Cell, and ſmoaking under a Buſhe], 


not ſhining, yet cannot avoid the breath of 


the winds, but that my light is-almoſt blown 


- out; 
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out; what will become of my Candlezgifit 
were placed on a caudleſiick and {et upon a 
hill> Iam to look to my felt alone, and 
provide for my own falvation, and yet I 
offend my ſelf, I am weary of my ſelf, I am 
my own Cangul and my own danger; my 
own eye, my own belly, and my own ap. 

etite find me work enough ; and therefore 
God help them who beſides themſelves are 
anſwerable for many others. Facob kept 
the Sheep of Laban; and we keep the Sheep 
of Chriſt ; and Facob was to an{wer for eve- 
ry Sheep that was ſtoln, and every lamb that 
was torn by the wiid beaſt, and fo ſhall we 
too, if by ourfault one of Chriſts Sheep pe- 
riſh ; and yet it may be there are 10cooo. 
Souls committed to the care and condut 
of ſome one Shepherd, who yet will find 
his own Soul work enough for all his care 
and watchfulneſs. If any man ſhould deſire 
me ro carry a Frigat into the Indies,in which 
a 1Co, men were imbarqued ; I werea mad 
man to undertake the charge, without pro- 
portionableski]]; and therefore when there 
is more E nger, and more Souls, and rough- 
er Seas, and more ſecret Rocks, and horri- 
ble ſtorms, and the Shipwrack is an eternal 


loſs, the matter will then require great con- 
Cr 2 | {fidera- 
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ſideration in the undertaking, and. greateſt 
care in the conduct. | | 

Upon this account we find many brave 

rſors in the firſt and in the middle ages of. 
the Church with great reſolution refuſing 
Epiſcopacy. I will not ſpeak. of thoſe who 
for fear of Martyrdom declined it : but thoſe 
who'for fear of damnation did refuſe, S. 
Bernard was by three rich Cities ſeveral] 
called to be their Biſhop, and by two to be 
their Archbiſhop, and he refuſed them; S. 
Dominicxs refuled four ſucceſſively ; £, Tho- 


.2ras Aquinas refuſed the. Archbſhoprick of 


Naples, and Vincentins Ferrerius' would not. 
accept: of Valentia, or Ilerda, and Bernardis: 


 n#us Senenſis refuled the Biſhoprieks. of Sens: 


Urbin and Ferrara, They had reaſon; and: 
yet if they: had done amils in that- Office 
which theydeclined, it had been ſomething; 
more excuſable., but if they that ſcek it be as: 
careleſs in the office avtheyaregreedy of the 
honour, that will. be found: intolerable.. 
El:Sus Epiſcopus' ambulat- in diſco,. recuſans: 
wolviturinrarca;4aid the Hermitiin $i Hrerom: 
The Biſhop walks upon ronnd and erundling; 
ſtones, ,but he! that refuſes ir, ſtands upon a 
floor. But I ſhall{ay.no more:of it, becauſe; 
I ſuppoſe you have read it-and:iconfidered. it 
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in S, Chryſoftoms ſix books de ſacerdotio, inthe: 
Apologetie of S. Greg: Naz in the:p-[toral, of! 
S. Greg, of Rome, in -S. Dienyſinas 5 Epiſtle: 
to. Demopbilus, , in the. letters of Epiphanings: 
to.S, Hieronr, 18S: Auſtins 'Epiltle to Biſhop 
Valerins, in $8: Beraards.lite of $: Malachy, in' 
S. Hieroms 185. Ept le to F abiole ; Theſe; 
things lam ſure you could not read withour: 
crembling ; ad certainly, if it can belong; 
toany Chriſtian, then work. out your. fal-. 
vation with fear and trembling ] that's the: 

Biſhops burden. For the Biſhops like a mary 
thatis ſurety for his. friend 3 heis bound: for; 
many, and for: great ſums:; what: 1s. to be: 
done 'in:this caſe.;. Solomons. an{wer' 18: the. 
way: Do. this now, my Son, deliver: thyſelf; 


make ſurethy friend, give not ſleep'to thine eyes," 3:4 


norſlumber to thine eye lids: thats, be ſedu- 
lous: to diſcharge thy-truſt, toperform thy, 
charge; be: zealous:for Souls, and careleſs 
of' money; and remember this,. that even 
in Chciſts Family there was one {ad example 
of an Apoſtate. Apoſtle; , and ;he- fell into. 
thatifearful eſtate-merely by. the. defire-and 
greedine(s: of- money, Be warm 1n. zeal, 
and. indifferent: in thy. temporalitics.. For 
ho that'is zealous.intemparals, and-cold. in 
the ſpiritual.:: he: that doth. the- acceſſories: 
of. 
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of his calling by himſelf, and the principal 
by his Deputies he that is preſent at the 
feaſt of Sheep-ſhearing, and puts others to 
feed the flock, hath no ſign at all upon him 
of a- good Shepherd. It 3s not fit for us to 
leave the word of God, and to ſerwe tables, ſaid 
the Apoſtles. And ifit be a leſs' worthy 
office to ſerve the tables even of the poor, 
to the diminution of our care in the diſpenſa- 
tion of Gods word; it muſt needs be an un- 
worthy imployment to leave the word of 
(Tod, and to attend the rich and ſuperfluous 
furnicure of our own Tables Remember 
the quality of your charges, Ciwitas eſt, Vi- 


ad Hew. E-gilate ad cuſtodiam @ concordiam; ſponſa eſt, 


lm — findete amari; oves ſunt, intendite paſtus. 


The Church is a ſpouſe: the Univerſal 
Church is Chriſts ſpouſe; but your own 
Dioceſe is yours; behave your ſclves fo, that 
ye be beloved. Your people are as ſheep, 
and they muſt be fed, and guided,and pre- 
ſerved, and healed, and brought home, 
The Church is'a City, and you are the 
watch men, take care that the City be kept 
at Unity in ir ſelf; be ſure to make peace 
amorglit your people, ſuffer no hatred, no 
quarrels, no ſuits atilaw amongſt the Cirti- 
zZcns, which you' can avoid; make peace in 
your 
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your Dioceſes by all the wayes of prudence, 
piety and authority that you can, and let 
not your own corrections of criminals: be to 


any purpoſe, but for their amendment, for 


the cure of offenders,as long as there is hope, 
and for the ſecurity of thoſe who are ſound 
and whole. Freach -often, and pray con- 
tinually ; letyour diſcipline be with charity, 
and your cenſ{ures flow; let not excommu- 
nications pals for trifles, and drive not-awa 


the fly from your brothers forehead with a: 


hatchet 3. give counſel frequently, and dif- 


penſatiors ſeldom, but never without. ne- 


ceſlity or great. charity. Let every place 
in your Dioceſe ſay, Inwvenerunt me wigiles, 
the watch men have found me out, haſſowe- 
win. They that walk the City round, have 
ſought me out, and found me, Let every 
one of us, ( 
himſelf a workznan, that ſball not be aſbamed.; 
operarium inconfuſubilem, mark that,. fuch a 


labourer as ſhall not be put to ſhame for his 
illneſs, or his unskilfulneſs, his falſeneſs and. 


unfaithfulneſs in that. day when the great 
Biſhop of ſouls ſhall make his laſt and dread» 
- ful viſitation, For be ſure, there is not a: 


carkaſe nor a skin, not a lock of wool, nor: 
a. drop of milk of the. whole flock,  but- God. 
| ' ſhall. 


as S. Paul's cxpreflion is, ) ſhew: Tim. 
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ſhall for it call the Idol Shepherd toa ſevere 
account. And how, think you, will his 
anger burn, :when he ſhall ſee ſo many goats 
:Nanding' at his: left hand, and ſo few Sheep 
at his: right ? and upon inquiry ſhall - find, 
that: bis miniſtring Shepherds, were-Wolves 
-i1n Sheeps clothing ; and ' that by their ill 
example, : or pernitious doctrines, : their care 
of money, and carelcſneſs of their flocks, fo 
many Souls: periſh; who it they had been 
carefully and tenderly, wiſely. and conſcien- 
 tioufly handled, might have ſhin'd as bright 
as Angels. And it 1sa-lad conſiderationto 
remember, how many ſouls are pitifully 
handled in this world, and carelcfly dif= 
miſſed our of this world; they are left to 
[live at their own rate, and when they are 
'fick, they arebidden to be of goo] comfort, 
and then all. is well; who when they are 
dead, find themſelves cheated of their pre- 
: tious- and invaluable eternity. Oh, how 
will thole Souls in their eternal priſons for 
ever curſe thoſe cvil and falſe guides! and 
: how will thoſe evil guides themſelves abide 
-in judzment, when the Angels of wrath 
zſnatch their abuſed people into everlaſting 
torrents! For will Cod bleſs them or par- 
don them, by whom ſo many ſouls periſh ? 

Shall 
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Shall they reign with Chriſt, who evacuate 


the dearh-of Chriſt, and make it uſeleſs to 
dear Souls? . Shall they partake of Chriſts 
glories, by whom it comes to paſs that there 
is leſs joyin Heaven it ſelf, even becauſe fin- 
ners arenot converted, and Cod is not glo- 
rified, and the people is not inſtruced,. and 
the Kingdom of God is not filled? Ohno? 
the curics of a falſe Propher will fall upon 


them, and the reward of the evil Steward 


will be their portion, and they whodeſtroy- 
ed the Sheep, or neglefed them, ſhall have 
their portion wich Croats for: ever and ever 
in everlaſting bucnings, in which it is impo=- 
fiible tor a man to dwell. 

Can any thing be beyond this? beyond 
damnation? Surely a min would think, not. 
And yet I remember a fevere ſaying of S, 
Gregory 5 Scire dehent Prelati, quod tot morti- 
bus digni ſuat, quot perditionis exempla ad ſub- 
ditos extenderunt, One damaation is not 
enough for an evil Shepherd 3 but for every 
Soul who dyes by his evil example or pcrmis 
tious careleſneſs, he deterves a new death, 
a new damnation. Let us therefore be wiſe 
and faithful, walk warily, and watch care- 
tully, and rule diligently, and pray affidu- 
ouſly. For Cod is more propente to rez 
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wards, then to puniſhments; and the good 
Steward that is wile and faithful in his diſ- 
penſation, ſhall be greatly bleſſed, But 
how # He ſhall be made ruler over the houſbold. 
Whatis that? for he is ſo already. True 3 
but he ſhall be much more, Ex diſpenſatore 
faciet procuratorem, (Tod will treat him as 
Foſeph was treared by his Maſter ; he was 
firſt a Steward, and then a Procurator, one 
that ruled his goods without account, and 
without reſtraint, Our miniſtry ſhall paſs 
into Empire, our labour into. reſt, our 
watchfulneſs into fruition, and our Biſhop- 
rick to a Kingdom. Inthe mean time our 
Biſhopricks are a great and weighty care, and 
in a {piritual ſenſe, our dommion is found- 
ed in grace, and our rule is in the hearts of 
the people, and our ſtrengths are the 
powers of the Holy Ghoſt, and the weapons 
of our warfare are ſpiritual ; and the eye of 
Crod watches over us curiouſly, to ſee if we 
watch over our flocks by day and by night. 
And though the Primitive Church ( as the 

Eccleſfiaſtick Hiſtories oblerve, ) when they 
depoſed a Biſhop trom his office, ever. conz 
cealed his crime, and made no record of it ; 
yet remember this, that od does, and will 
call us toa ſtrict and ſevere account, Take 


— _. heed 
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heed that you may never hear that fearful 
ſentence, Twas bungry and ye gave me no meat. 
If you ſuffer Chriſts little ones to ſtarve, it 
will be required ſeverely at your hands ; 
And know this, that the time will quickly 
come, in which Crod ſhall ſay unto thee in 
the words of the Prophet, Where 3s the F bk... — 


that was given thee, thy beautiful Flock? What 
wilt thou ſay when be ſhall viſit thee 2 


Crod of his mercy grant unto us all to- be 
ſo faithful and ſo wile, as to convert Souls, 
and to be ſo bleſſed and ſo afliſted, that we 
may give an account of our charges with. 
Joy, to the glory of Grod, to the edifica- 
tion and ſecurity of our Flocks;. and the ſal- 
vation of our own Souls, in that day when 
the great Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls 
ſha'l come to judgment, even our Lord and 
Saviour Jelus Chriſt. 'To whomwith the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour 
and Glory, Love and Obedience, now. and 
for evermore, Amen. 
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